
Maine Developmental Disabilities Council 
September 11, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 AM 
 

Agenda Item Handouts Highlights Motions 
Welcome, 
Introductions  

 Abbott opened the meeting with a welcome and asked everyone to say 
their name, position, and what they were looking forward to this summer. 
Hot Topics included: 
Media Campaign to address ableism 
Madate paid parent advocates in all residential settings to enhance quality 
of life and assist in abuse prevention. 
Greater transparency with Adult Protective Services 

 

Co-chairs 
speak about 
how they will 
run the 
meeting 

PowerPoint 
presentation 

Abbott P. and Kile P. used the PowerPoint presentation to put forth the 
general meeting rules they have decided on for running the Council 
meeting.: 
We are going to insist that: 

• To speak you must be recognized by the chair. 
• To let us know that you want to speak please either put your 

electronic hand up or use the yellow card Brenda sent you – wave 
it in front of the camera so we know you want to talk.  We will 
call on you. 

• Please only talk about things on the agenda. 
• And once you have made a point, don’t feel you need to repeat 

yourself.  We need to hear from everyone. 

Thank you for helping us run the meeting so that everyone can 
contribute.   

 

Review of 
07/10/2024 
meeting 
minutes 

07/10/2024 Meeting 
Minutes 

Minutes were reviewed.  Tracey W. made 
motion to accept, 
Jon M. 2nd. minutes 
accepted  
Vote: 2 abstain, 16 
yay, motion passed 



Staff Update  Nancy began by updating the Council about the break in to the office that 
occurred on 08/29/24, the day after Maine Parent Federation moved in to 
share our office space. Nancy also discussed her efforts on the Blue 
Ribbon Commission, and work being sone about children with special 
health needs being stuck in emergency rooms. 
Rachel gave an overview of the Self Direction process and issues that are 
being worked on. Rachel also let the Council know that the 5 year State 
Plan for 2027-2032 has specific items that the Council will begin to work 
on next year. 
Brenda updated the Council on the installation of ReciteME accessibility 
bar on all Council websites. The launch will occur in October and there 
may be a presentation at the November Council meeting. 
Nancy shared the Principles of Engagement that are the result of the 
Project CONNECT program and how it can help in all settings. 

 

Department  
Of Education 
Update 

 Erin Frazier gave a brief highlight of items the Department of Education 
is working on including universal Pre-K. 

 

Break  The Council had a short break  

Moment of 
Silence 

 Abbott acknowledged September 11th, a very sad day in our history.   
And the horrific abuse reported in the Bangor Daily News and asked for 
a moment of silence to acknowledge the suffering of those men in 
particular and by extension to everyone with an intellectual disability 
who has ever suffered, continues to suffer, and will suffer abuse at the 
hands of paid care givers. 
Cheryl Stalilonis-Francis spoke about the impact on her family and the 
community from the abuse that occured. Maggie H. supported Cheryl’s 
hopes for improvements within the local and state communities that have 
been involved. 
 
 
 

 



State and 
Sister 
Agency 
updates 

 Craig Patterson, Office of Aging and Disability Services, spoke about the 
Evergreen system and adjustments being made are slow. The Life Span 
Waiver is on track, has many departments involved and is currently 
waiting on approval. Self-Direction is a work in progress. Kile P. asked a 
question about the constant changing of goods and services amounts and 
the lack of clear language for updates. Abbott P. also mentioned that 
services available in different areas is not easy for case workers to use. 
Craig is looking forward to more meetings with stakeholders to address 
the issues mentioned. 
Cheryl Hathaway, Child Behavioral Health Services, talked about wrap 
around services. The System of Care grant ended on 08/31/2024 and a 
report of findings will be completed as soon as possible.  
Stacy LaFlamme, Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 
gave a PowerPoint presentation on the history of Title 5 Maternal and 
Child Health Services Block Grant, the Maternal and Child Health Team, 
as well as the initiatives and goals of the department. The Blueprint for 
Change feedback is going well with good response. Council member 
Andrea D. participated and found the meeting very helpful. 
Katrina Ringrose, Deputy Director at Disability Rights Maine, provided 
highlights for several programs. MeCASA grant for women and violence 
has had multiple engagements and a report is coming after wrap up. PCP 
Train the Trainer has nearly reached the goal of 50 trainers around the 
state. Reve Up, Voting Access Coalition is addressing plain language 
referendums. On October 22 in the evening is a screening and panel 
discussion of a short documentary Access to Democracy. DRM 
Immigrant outreach will be hosting 3 focus groups for immigrants with 
intellectual/developmental disabilities. 
Sue Russell, Center of Community Inclusion and Disability Studies 
acknowledged all the participants in the University Centers for 
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities and the Maine/New Hampshire 
Leadership Education in Neurodevelopment programs which many 
council members have been a part of. They will be continuing 
partnerships with many agencies to grow needed programs. A no cost 
extension was received for public workforce with Disability Rights 
Maine. Alan Cobo-Lewis is working hard on Autism Cares and several 
other federal programs. 

 



Monique Stairs, Executive Director, Speaking Up For Us, is preparing 
for the Conference on 09/24/24 and 09/25/24 with highlights of some of 
the trainings that will occur. SUFU will also be supporting members 
participating in panel discussions. There will be a statewide meeting for 
legislation at 1:00 PM on 09/17/24 to begin collecting information and 
forming strategies for the upcoming legislative session. SUFU is also 
working on a grant concerning ableism and making space for self-
advocates. 

Council 
Business 

   

Finance 
Committee 
Report 

Budget v. Actual and 
Balance sheet 

through 07/31/2024 

No questions or discussions about the Budget or balance sheet were 
needed. Todd M. gave his final report on the Finance Committees plan to 
change the Council bank accounts to earn higher rates of interest on the 
accounts.  

Finance Committee 
Report 

Executive 
Committee 
Report 

 Abbott gave the Executive Committee Report stating that they met, 
reviewed and approved the draft agenda for the meeting.  
A discussion was had about the Boards and Commissions new process 
for appointments, which will begin shortly for nearly all public members 
serving on the Council.  
Abbott asked that all should respond to the poll for meeting dates and 
formats as soon as possible and results will be sent out as soon as 
possible. 
A recommendation was made to honor a policy maker with an award 
from the Council. Representative Rebecca Millett has been nominated 
and others can be nominated for consideration and votes on the award. 
Conflict of Interest Forms will be sent out for all Council members to 
complete.  

 

Public 
Comments 

 No public comments  

Adjourn   The meeting 
adjourned at 12:00 
PM 



 
 

Attendance: Abbott Philson, Kile Pelletier, Tracey Webb, Andrea Dole, Nicole Achey, Todd Marlowe, Cheryl Stallonis-Francis, Cheryl 
Hathaway, Craig Patterson, Jon McGovern, Sue Russell, Monique Stairs, Katrina Ringrose for Staci Converse, Stacy Atter, Stacy LeFlamme, 
Maria Cameron, Maggie Hoffman, Regina Bowie 
 
Members absent: Shaun Nixon, Maryann Preble, Mariah Murdock, Stacy Smart, Courtney Schadtle, Candace Johnson, Stephanie Vinson 
 
Staff: Nancy Cronin, Brenda Charneski, Toni Wall  
 
Quorum present?   Yes 
 
Next meeting date and time: TBD 


